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Senator Conkling's Charge on the

"One-Term" Amendment*

SUMNER'S RESPONSE

Lively Scene in the House Over the
Memory of Roger Williams.

jsen liutier Defending the
Puritans.

SENATE.
Washington, Jan. 11, 1872.

Mr. TRtmuiiL, (rep.) of 111., presented a large
number or petitions from several or ttie Stares foi
the reduction of the tariff to a strictly revenue basis,
and especially for the repeal of the protective
duties on iron, coal and salt. Tfie petitions, he
said, were signed by about 7,000 of the leading men
ol the States from which they came. Referred to
the Committee on Finance.

Messrs. liamlln, Wilson and Scliurz presented
similar petitions.
Mr. Humnkh, (rep.) of Mass., presented a petition

or tne Radical Reform Clnb of Philadelphia for womensuttrage; also petitions of colored citizens for
ttio passage oi the Supplementary Civil Rights bill.
RiUk were introduced and referred as follows:.
by Mr. Carlesi'ek, (rep.) of Wis., authorizing

the West Wisconsin Hallway Company to construct
and matutaiu a railroad bridge across Lake St,
Croix, at tiudsou, Wis.
Hy Mr. Colb, (rep.) of Cal.To abolish coinage

charges; also bilis providing for the segregation of
public lauds, and deilnlng the rights of persons
settling upon them.
Mr. sawybr. (rep.) of 8. 0., from the Committee

on Appropriations, reported the House bill, appropriating827,*44 additional for the expenses of the
Ku Klux committee.
Mr. Tuuhwan, idem.) of Ohio, asked and Mr.

Scott gave an explanation of how this appropriationhu«i become necessary.
Mr. Davis, (aern.) of Ky., seized the opportunity

to deuouuee the whole work or reconstruction ana
charged the Ku Klux outrages and all the other
disturbances in the Southern states upon toe Intertcrcnccot the federal government In tneir affairs.
The bill was then passed.

the rRKSIDKNTIAL QUESTION.mr. CONK LINO'S
SI'Kht'U ON TUB ONE TERM PRINCIPLE.

Mr. Cone lino, (rep.) of N. \ called np the Joint
rcsoiuitons introduced by Mr. Sumner, proposing a
constitutional amendment to limit service as Presl'lastof the United states to a single term, and prooeededto submit some remarks thereon, as follows:.
Mr. Pbrhidbnt.We hare entered an era of reform.
change has been made In the olrll eerrioe. It will, 1

trail. be rral and useful. It will be vain If it doei not cure
the chief evhi it ! meant to remedy. Place bunting la one of
ids ureal u.uumries 01 me nation.It la aimua; a mania.
Public employment is set above private ooonpatlon, and title,though tor the honest and competent publlo employment is
the puoreat held of American exertion. Publlo agents and
representatives have been hindered In their duties and their
time taxed by applicants lor ofllce. In this way their usefulnesshas been Impaired and they nave been much belled, too,by those who cannot understand ih >t any man or anything is
honest, and who teel robbed whenever an appointment Is
made Without, In some way, paying toil to tbem.
l'he President has been made the object of
cross assault, beoause he would not yield to demands sometimessordid and vile touoning "patronage;" and the purestfiublle administrator has been exposed to suspicion of abusngthe appointing power lor personal ends. These evils,
among others, nave uu sed the publio service, and the proposedchange la not worth trying unless It goes lar to uproot
them. Tue very Unit step In the new plan Is to divorce appointmentstrom patronage and favoritism. Tue bead and
front of the change la to make the beatowal of place no
longer hinge on the will of the appointing oower. in other
words, we are about to try the with frawai of political patronagefrom politics. The first effect and chief merit olalmed
for ibis Is that nominations and elections by the people will
not be helped or hurt by hopes or fears of tbs gain or loss
of plaoe. In the presence of this transition and lacing
II on the threshold, a motion Is made to amend the constitutionso as to forbid re-elections te the Presidency. We are
told that the amendment belongs to the reform.that without
the amen menl the reform It nothing. The amendment is
designed to do away with an alleged wrong ot the old system
of appointments, and we are told thai In dismissing the old
system iiaolf, and founding a new and dIUerent system, we
mutt also change the constitution. In order to get rtd of a
peril to which (be old system was open, but which the new
tyeteui is tpeuially designed to remove. Under usages and
regulations of tUu past the President, It la laid, might aid bit
re-election by the bad use of patronage.this Is the argument;and uow, when we are in the aot of shutting out or
fenolug In patronage, so that It uaunot be thus used, we are
slued to say that the Presldeut never shall be re-elected
at alL We are In the aot of providing that Presidents shall
oot be re-elected by bail means, and we arc told that as part
of the tame act we must provide that Presidents shall not be
reflected by good means. We arc in tbe act of rooting out
the great alleged evil of re-e IglblUty to second Presidential
terms, when we are told that we must not leave f>--eligibility
landing In the coniiiiution, even after lta alleged evil haa
been taken away. We are about stripping a thin; of tbe one
standing objection to It, and we are told that tbe thing itself
must nut exist alter the objection Is gone. Tble seems very
odd. A oominon mind sees It all the other way. To me, the
two things seem not only distinct, but opposite. They seem
not to belong together at all. They aeein to oontradlct each
other If we were engaged In preserving the prceent system
of appointments, I could see the fltneee and tbe use of removingdangers, real or supposed, belonging to ibst system.
But wnen we are Drtnglng in a new syetein, I do not see the
nscd of a constitutional analbema aimed at departing evils.
Abuses banished with tbe old syitem, and superseded and
prevented by tbe sew, would seem uot to require further
action, certainly not to require acilou warring on reason In
other reepec e. 11 may be urged that In spite of tbe change
just begun, s remnant of patronage will still remain. This
Is true; but to deny ibst tbe new measures will shield tbe
great body of the public service, is to discredit and desert reformin advance, and to braud 11 aa a failure. Again, It
aeema like a blow lu tbe face of civil service reform to eject
a mas from o31ce merely because be bas held It
four years. "Kemovali only for cause;" "tenures depend*
lng on good behavior"retaining In place thoee who do
tbeir dUiy".these arc ihe trite aud favorite catch-words of
civil set vice reform. Yet here enmee a scheme to tlx a constitutionalbar sinister upon an other, because be has been
an oflloer four years, and because he bas won sucb public
confidence that you can gel rlo of bim only by imposing a
legal disability. For these reasons, omitting others, tbe proposedattention of tbe contlliutiyu seems quite uncalled for
now. It seems so uncalled for that we pause to ask wby it is
here. A Presidential canvass Is upon us, and tbe dominant
party Is like to support lor re-eiecilou the present Chief
Magistrate. Does this fact throw any light upon tbe portent-
out preamble, aim ma soieinn reso'ution oeiore
ui f Ha niuat ba blind, Indeed, wLo does noi aaa
in tbla proposed amendment. a device, a makeweight, an
expedient to affect ibe re-eieetlon o.' President««rant Oatiiicb-llbeIt buriea It bead, but oalritcli-ilke It la bla with axpoaure.It wears a veil of i reaiubla and a tig-leaf of benevoteutpostpoueineat.It trios t > liida lu real self under the
wurda

" Ibis amendment ahali not take effect until after the 4th of
March, itfia."
Our attention was especially ailed to tbeae words. What

are tbey lor ? Why are they there ? They pretend to (Ira ua
respite or repr:e»« One tails into rererie while consbiering
whether most to admire the guiiriesanose or the eklll, the
Ingenuousness or the Ingenuity which contrived aucb a mercy
for the present. No ordinary foic.ast deacried the need
of tnese deferring wot Mo common anxiety to
abetalu rom thrusliug at im present executive, a trove tbua
to trip the (lying leet oi a con t in >tial a.u*udtnent. Out
only ususrily emulous would nerei hare gone to auch consldoratepains. I he national Convention will occur In leea than
hair a year, an the election in ie0 months, and moet men,In their loose and car ocas hublt wuu.u n oi have stopped to
think that a couslilutional amendment winch has made no
progress in halt a century, might suddenly eic rue from Congressnow, and whirl ihtough tb>< Icgis atm es d three quartersof all the Stales wilulu ao short it 11 me. Without such
saving worda, however, we might have been ess' iu a pit.Spreading like l.re on a prairie, a furor lor
the amendment might have (went the country, and
when the convention was ready to nominate and
the people to elect, tua caudi lute might nave >.e*n
found constitutionally dead. Thanes to the forethought of
its distinguished mover, the amendment is iron clad agaimt
such a catastrophe. 8o Isr, all la well; but on'y m fir. ;n
vnlte of all Una. In spite of tbe care of the acrliie, in spite of
the Insight of the statesman and the foresight ot the prophet,
It is an electioneering document aurl. This was unaroluao.e,
If It was to be brought up tefore the election. The pith of
the measure was the "one-tei in principle." That could not
t>e left out or oovered up. I here was tbe rub, and there wai
the electioneering edicacv a.so. If the American people In
Congress assembled, iind lu their respective mates, now
pronounce for the one-term dogma, bow can they stultify
themselves, aad straightway trample on tbe dogma by
elecUng a President for a second term r Such will be tbe
toglo when the Uuie comes, la aplie, therefore, of tbe
tboughtrul provision that the amendment shall not lake effeel
before the people can turn round. It doea arter all take full
effect upon tbe present canvass. Indeed it Is almost a ollf
IHat the postponing disuse was put in at ail -It uuly rousel
suspicion thai It was inserted just to thiow dust in the people'seyes, and Impose uu somenody. Worldly mluds will
Delleve thai gravely putting off the time when tbe amend
mentahall lake eflect tl.l altera date, le-ore which no one
could expect a wise aoieudiuent to e ratliled, was only a alj
war to rid tbe affair of the appearance of personality, it
order to gain for it a mure unsuspecting hearing. tVoridlj
minds will reason Uiat If lue real object was to product
no effeet on ttie approaching election, but on-y on sub
sequent elections, tbe whole purp. se would Leve beer
attained by deferring tbe introduction or tbe amendment
till Ibe next session ol Congress. I'bc Senator from Massachusettsbas been elected and reelected three times In sue
cession to the Senate, lor six years e.tch time. Dating bn
repeated terms mere baa been but ..ne occasion, before tbts
when the proposition he now brings forward could not bavi
been considered on lie merits, without even the appearandof being aimed at any Individual. When Mr. Lincoln'i
second nomination was approaching, such a proposition
bad that time been selected for It, would no doubt nave been
regarded as a tbrust at bim. excepting tbal one uccasloi
si year oould hardly be found during tlm Isst thirty
Dine years, when the proposition might not bavi
been oanvassed without reflecting upon any one
from Jackson to L.ncoln. neither parly, excep
In ona case, bee renominated a ('resident, or seriously
thought of doing so. Sucn an InDovauon could bare bcei
canvassed without personality during the preseul administration,at any lime before antagonisms cropped out, and be
fore public sentiment bad ripened In favor ot conferring i
aecond term upon the preaenl Executive. But It has been

- held back, and now, having been heralded for weeks it
newspapeis, and called "the big gun" of the8enalor.lt li
brought Into a p< lltlcal canvass. Tbe fact that It I* sc
brought Implies that urgent reasons prompt It Is it designs,
to carry to tht country the Idea that special objections to a
re-elsoUon, objections new and urgent, exist In the present
case? Is It meant to create tbe impression that patronage
has been specially prostituted of late, or la It deemed necessaryto resort to means so unusual to defea
a Candidate who cannot be dsleated other
wise r The country will constme Ibe prooeedlnj
with unerring discernment. Tbe advocates of the candidateat whom this bow Is bended, will uerlre encouragementfrom 1L Desperate cases require desperate remedies anc
berolc treatment. Alter all (he depths and sboa.s of cal
tunny have been sounded, alter falsehood and vulgarity bars
been poured out till groieneas Itself Is sated, alter everyweapon In tha poisoned armory of rancor baa been piled,niter the resources of clvnixed and savage warfare benbeen exhausted, what must be the hold of a candidate on
She affeeUioas and reaped of bis countrymen, wben the laelohaaoe of bin overthrow Is by constitutional amendmentlie U not the first magistrate who has undtrgont persecutiontin wUvk haired, lealutuv and battled intrigue have

NEW Y<
their mil ia bitter erueltjr. The penalties he pari
have been paid h» the feerleee and the uprinh
who have gone before blm, anl paid, a* be pays thorn, toi
vindicating the independence ana purity of nis great offloe.
Injuellce U heaped on him and oa iboee who euataln him
To tspnus* him le to incur the veueeanee mnl the libel* of th<
mutt virulent newapaper* In the land. Presses and dema
goguts vie with each other In aaaaulta upou him, but tbta I
tiio old story, and he la aecure, aa no predeceaaor for fort'
years baa been aecure, against detraction and defeat. Fort;
years ago Senate and oountry rang with a higher uln thai
we bear. Then, as now, a re-election waa pending, and th<
President was the objeet of at'.auk. Tben, as now, botn par
tli a lurnisbed the assailants. Then, as now, bittarneaa an>
Injustice ruleu the hour. Then slants dealt the blows, am
stout were tbe bosses Of bis buckler wbo could stuai
against them. Tben, as now, the wares of party and of fao
tlon dashed against a soldier and a patriot, but (be people be
liered lu Jackson, and the waves were eblrered Into spray
Mr. Lluooln's administration, also, met with foul denuncie
lion and envenomed detection. Wbo has forgotten the attl
luile then of men and presses who assail the President now
liut the man maaailed waa again one in whom the people be

i tiered, and editors, politicians and Henaton were sllke iinpa
tent. Compare the third year of Mr. Lincoln's admlnlitra
tlon with tbe third year now; compare Ueneral Jackson's thin
year with this; oompare the third year of any admlnlstralloi
alnoe Washington's, and In strength with tbi
people, in usefulness and good results, in Jus
deserts, ana in the certainty of Its approval o;
the nation, this oentury has seeu no administration so Im
pregnable as this, ret thle time Is chostn to launob ai
amendment to handoutf the people in shoeing whom the;
please for President. 1 have Dean speaking of time and oc
caeion. 1 would say something, also, of the merits ol tnl
measure without regard to tlm*. There is food for though
In waul It ointls as much aa id what It proposes. It Is no
less suggestive where It la atlent than where II apeak*. It L
a scheme to fetter the people permanently In their free cholei
of a single ofllcer only, and that oftloer the only one, eave th
Vice President, upon whose choice tbe whole people sot
Before we eome to tbe wisdom of tbis something may be sal<
of tbe propriety of Congress suggesting this and suggeatlui
nothing more. It Is not proposed to say of Senators or Hep

' reaentailves that they shall not be chosen a second time. Oi
the contrary, Senators and Representatives, while holdlni
last to their re-eliglblllty. are to Invite the people to dls
qualify somebody else, an l that somebody tbe man wh(
may block the way to Ihe one elevation to wtiloh Senator!
anu Hepreaenlatlvs* are thought to aspire. The awkward
ness ol this, it It b* awkward. should not deter Congresi
from proposing sn amendment, if there wore no other waj
In net It IiaCiipa Ik, .nuntrv Mill Ihi.r, I. .nnlhar iwu. Tar.i

orl.imi lor constitutional amendments art provided. Toe)
iruij be Initiated br Congress, but the/ need not be. Heri
are the worda of article ore of Ibe Constitution of the United
Staiei:.
"Too Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Iluuee* eh all

deem It necessary, ehall propose amenduieata to thia Conatltutlon."
Here la one way; but there la another, aa follows:.
"Or, on the applioatloa of the Legislatures of two-thirds of

the Ktnt.-a, (hall call a convention for proposing amendments."
In view of thia alternative pro vlelon mating In the State

Lo .Islaturcs, equally with Congress, power and dlacrellon la
tins behalf, it would seem that Congress Is not the appropriatesponsor of an amendment, snaring Senators and Representatives,but hitting the Freildent. Such an amendment,
proceeding front the states, would hava a certain fitness end
decorum, which cannot be imparled to It by those who cling
to their own privilege of re-election, and who may themselvesbe Presidential aspirants. If we tblnk the subject of
second terms of oibcs needs overhauling, lr we
"deem It necessary," In the words of the constitution,to propose amendments with that vlsw, let us
turd our thoughts inwardly. Let us try to see oursolves aa
others see us. Do not Senators as well as Presidents need
to be delivered from temptation ? Hay not Senators as well
as Presidents be tempted to ecbeme and Intrigue and play
the demagogue, and defame other department* of the goverumeut,and neglect their duties, end employ patronage
and even worse means, a.l to secure a re-election, or a still
higher pleas? Have not the aspirations of Senators to the
Presidency bevn fruitful souroes of mlsoblef at other stages
In our history ? Uave not passionate dlsoords, unseemly
conteutlons, cruel enmities, pernicious disturbances and bad
legislation grown out of ths ambition of members of one or
the other house of Congress? Ths worst broils In our politicshave festered In Congress, and who does not know
their cause 7 Tblnk of the wrong, the Injustice, the false accusationsand suspicions, the bad passions, the abuse of
putmo interest, tbe needless, hurtful agitations which would
not have been If Senators and Repressutatives could never
have been candidates for tbe i'resldenoy or caudtdates for
re-election. History speaks no uncertain voice in this respect,and yet the Senate has bean well said to be the altar,
not tbe sialrcaae, of Presidential hopes. Heoatombs of candidatesbar* been offered up here, but none have gone hence
to the Presidential chair. I call the attention of friend*
around me to this fact. It la long since a man wno sold
' ni ;ger" could be elected President; it Is muoh longer since
a Senator could be eleoted President Of all who have tried
It I tblnk not one ever yet perlormed the feat of pastingfrom this Chamber to the chair of State. Men have
achieved nominations while 1 n the Senate, like Clay, Caaa and
Douglas, but never an election. The constitution bne not
been In tbe way; tne trouble bne been with tbe power
behind and above the constitution.the people. I warn myfriends trom Nevada, Vermont and Rhode Island that they
must renounce the Senate and all Its work* If they wish to
be Presidents. Their staying will not prejudice them with
me.I shall vote for them all tbe same.but there Is a hothouseair in the Senate which breeda candidates for tue
Presidency, but makes them past bearing and kills them off
before they get their growth. The Senate breeds unhealthy
candidates lor tbe Presidency, but It breeds many lusty,
Unlets we ara,-ud the constitution and preventIt, the time may come when aohemlng candidateswill be breeded, candidate! who would
use legislation, who would clutch at anything and stick at
nothing to re- e'eot themselves. Let us lav these things to
heart and not forget ourselves when casting abrut among
the perils of second terms. The term of Senatori Is six years;
that of the President but four. A Senator renders aocnunt
to the Legislature of but a. single State; the President answersto tne whole people. The Kxecutive chair holds but
one person; when vacated no experience remains to aid the
newcomer. The Senate, on the other hand, has many members,of whom only one-third go ""t at a time, and thus
every newcomer Unas two-thirds of the body already versed
In Its affairs. If it be said that Senators and Representativeshave not the appointing power, and that therein their
case Is unlike the President's, I answer that
the distinction It without solid difference. Senators
act upon nominations by the President, and Sentorsand Representatives, In respect of tbelr States
or district*, have a direct part in seleotlons for office. These
considerations tiud no place In the resolution now before us.
Let us see what does ttnd a place there. The project Is to
propose to the people to Imbed in the fundamental law, beyoudtUelrtreach, except by backward constitutional amendment,a veto and edict against themselves. The scheme la to
narrow the circle ffom which tne people may choose tbelr
Chief Magistrate. It is proposed to strike certain names
from the list from which tne President may be taken. Whom
It It proposed to strike off 1 Is It proposed to dlsquallfv those
who, from incapacity, Ignorance, vice, treason or alliance
with foreign Powers or puolto enemies, would disgrace the
Presidency or endanger the country T Not at all. If It
were so proposed the meaaftre would be at least harmless.It might, to be sure, be deemed a reflect lop
on popular virtue and Intelligence to presume that the majoritywould ever plok out tor chief ruler a man of known
cross unfitness. it raignt be ssld that If the rule of a majoritybe safe or tolerable at all It can be trusted upon suob a
question, and It might be added that If one office needs the
shield of the constitution to proteet It from the errors of the
people other offiaea should be sheltered also. But the measurebefore us Is not levelled at the unlit nor at the doubtful,
but at those most lit and most approved. Its aim and object Is
to exclude demonstrated fitness. It visits only tried capacity.
In the name of civil service reform, we are asked to advise
the nation to tie its hands against ever availing Itself of the
services of lhat citizen, who, having onoe been chosen
President, baa acquitted Ulmaeif so well es to
prove the wisdom of hit choice, and to convincehie countrymen that he la still the best
and safest guardian of the trust. We are to disable nobody
but the one tnan, wbo, from time to time, may by actual
trial oe tound most capable and acceptable. What would
be thought of such a suggestion applied to the common affairsof life T Vet this Is the moaning and effect of the
amendment. It must be idle and Inoperative ai to all Presldentawbo do not specially commend tbomselvea to the peoSleIt could be a bar only to those who must bs crippled
y law to prevent their reaching the I'res! lency again. It la

a disability to be Impoaed on the peop'.e. It abridges the
natlon'e rlghtto choose whom It will for Preeldent; It doea
more, It aeeke out the particular man the people would
choose, and says they snail not choose him. It eeoks
out no man whom the people would not chouse;
It could never, even by accident, visit any man
whom the people would not ohoose; lie whole
scope Is to compel those to be left who otherwise
would be taken. For madmen, such shackles might well t>«
forged; tbey might be prudent for children, but It seems odd
to try to put tbem on a tree people Ut to govern themselves.
When people or Slates hold out their hands and ask Congress
to put tuuh manacles on them the work will go more bravely
03. Ws are reminded that a political party, now no more,
declared In favor of electing its candidates but once. This
was a resolution In a party platform, ma in for a campaign.
A revenue or a protective tariff, a national bank, a dub-Treaaury,the annexation of fexaa, have aiao, from time to time,
appeared on the eddying currents of party waves. Who evei
thought of petrifying such things in the constitution t F.irtj
plstiurms and party measures are Ueetlng and changing
political parties themselves dissolve, but the constitu
tlun remains. We are referred to the Ills said tc
come from the President being eligible to a second
term. There are Ills, no doubt. It Is the inlinnlty ol
earthly existence that ingredients of evil mingle In every
thing. That evil can be found in a method or a proceei
provi lime ur coining. i no prauuuei 4urauua u»n it «

Improved ? And if not, If there so much good In it tbat it
should be preserve 1 despite th* evil It mar have? Let us try
the present quest! in In this way. One argument Is that tb«
President will exert himself and derote his time during bis
flr.t term to be re-elected, and therefore It should be ma n
impossible for him to be re-elected. One criticism upon thli
argument Is, tbat It Is no more true, relatively, of the ont
ofllce at which It is aimed than of others, and yet Its applicationto other offices Is denied. But there is an answer to tb«
argument. The President will exert himself to be chosen s
second time. How will ha exert himself ? Will be exert
himself by neglecting and violating bis duty
Why should ha 7 Doe* the road to pnbllo favoi
lie In the direction of faithlessness in public trust f He la
seen of all men, friends and foes; his acts and omission a
are under the lenses of perpetual and hostile sorutiny. What,
then, would seem to be his politic course, llftlug no higher
tun m-nives of a Chief Magistrate emulous to continue In hli
place' "Corruption wins not more than honesty." One
would suppose that ambition to be rechoeen and the poo
sibillty of gratifying it would be a high Incentive, promptinglofty sn l cumm-iudTng exertion. The surest way to be Presidenta^a.n is to be the best President. If this is so how car
the wish to exalt himself In public estimation depress hla
standard of action! How can It fall to be a spur to gooe»detvorr The truth of this armament lies deep In everyhuman heart. Every Soldier in the battle of life fpe s Ik Be
be lawyer, doctor, mechanic or President, every manknow* that doing well tor those who employ htm lathe passport to confidence and promotion. The Christian
Scheme, Human jurisprudence and all doetrtnes of rewardsand punishments rest upon the truth tbat men are encouragedin good and deterred from evil by making their fatscontingent on their conduct and un the approval Of the Intelligenceby which the? are to he judge I. Tida one considers1.1J I1?, Constitutional Convention all theobjections to a second term. It ought certalnlv to suggest adoubt whether the Incentive alTorded by the hope of re-electionhas more of evil than ot good. It Is sal I again that patronagewill be wielded by Presidents to secure their re-election.t here is ess force In this now tuV hereto!
c use of the Incoming change In the Civil ^rvlce but^'umePatronage will remain, and that may be usaJ unfairly.

,et us examine this. Are noi the people to be trusted
to find out the dishonest use of patronage "and to rebukeIt! Is It not better to ti est that those guilty of baa practicalwill be detected than to condemn In advance, w<th one
woop, all President*, good and bad alike ! Why not trust inthe popif.ar Intelligence and honesty, and let each Presidentbe tried on bis own merits, instead or deciding all cases alikebefore trial 1 Besides, can you prevent a man's Intriguingby saying that tbsre is one thing hs oannot rsach ? If u,*l-.xecutive cannot exert his power for himself In on# respectdoes It follow that he will not exert It for s unebody else, oi

for himself in sdnie other respeot Would no one-term
President ever wish to be <l»ner-U of the Armies, or Admiral
oil he Naw, or Chief Justice, or Senator afterward! Kx<
Presidents have wanted lesser places; ei-Preeldente havi
been Represents' res and justices of the reace. What is ti
prevent Intrigues and schemes with such ai
amendment! It Would Invite combination*. Ni
one could be chosen more than once himself
but each could wield bis Influence for the friend who hai
aided to bring about bis election, with a promise, perhaps,of ins succession. Each could connive with th* success--r,
who would rew.ird friends, punish enemies, perpetuate poll
ctea and make appointments in the Interest of the outgoln;Incumbent, and thus a new web of sordid motives would b,
woven into our svatem, In many of the States Sheriffs ar
by law Ineligible to immediate second terms. Who does no
know the concerted action and evasions to wbloli this leads
and the ease with which rilierilfa exert as much influence It
selecting their successors as If they themselves were in th
Held applicants fur re-election! Leave Presidents to elec
tloneer for themselves and tbey will be watched; but set thee
at work with a hidden hand for we know sot who or what
and how would the public eye know where to turn or who ti
watch ! I have be.-a assuming, for the saks of the urge
meat, that patronage Is the potent engine of advantag
which some seem to deem ft. But I take Issue with th
whole theory tbat political patronage inakea men or partle
strung. 11 doe* nok I bare for years been oonvince-l, au

many who hear me must have been convinced, that patron
age is a souroe of weakness, hot of strength. Some men, b
giving their whole minds to lbs work, and thinking an
oi earning of "patronage" and plunder, as the be-all and end
gjj of ooilUra. near suataln, themselves for a Ilia*. By prom
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l | Wn| everybody and lading the disappointment* to lomebod
t elte, by wheedling ana cajoling, oh J putting off, and proaIslug over attain, and explaining and mameurrlng tndi

fatlgably, tome men aucoeed for a Urn*, But tbei
are not the men President* are made of; the

» never last long, and when their patronage Is gone the
are gone, too It was a good sajrtng of a Frenchman tin

l be who appoints a man to offloe mates thirty-nine enemle
r and one Ingrate. This is but the earieatored experience am
r observation of most men. The power to dispense olllcee Is
1 baneful, when it la not a fatal, gift. Who doubts that officii
s patronage has been a curse to The present administration

With some knowledge of the facta, I avsr my belief that nine
I tenths the warfare upon the President, In the ranks of hi
1 party, has proceeded from disaffection over oatronage. 1 b<
1 llere that without an olUoe to bestow, from tirst to last, b
i- would have been comparatively free from assault, Whut ha
i- been the effeot of his office-giving? Men who have eujojre

and abused bis favor have turned to rend blm the Insttw
they oould obtain nothing mora. The "outs" are, of coursi
arrayed against him, ana the country Is kept filled with csu

f and hypocritical outcry, because those who hold oflloe do nc
slop vol ng and thinking for themselves or go to work abut

- log the President. The ohief ammunition of the democrat!
party of late hue been furnished by mongere of the wretcna

d slang about federal office-holders controlling political resulti
i as It the people bad uot the sense and courage ana number
s to resent and put down the domination or improper inter
t ference of anybody, whether office-holder or candidate. Thl
r species of falsehood had serious offset, till It became, li

some Instances, so braxeu and preposterous as to excite dc
i rlslon. Could the public eye pleroe all the holy garbs pu
r ou by the furs of the President, who do not and dare not le
- the rent cause of their bate be seen, a new truth would gib
i Dr. Johnson's saying, mat "Patriotism Is the last refuge of
t scoundrel." Could the people know all the malignant vlrtui
t and busy sanctity which cloak-rankling grists over spoil
i and power, tbey would think the beat revuflm Inform |)>e on<
* suggested by Britain's cynic.

l "Ob, that In hngland there might be
A tax upon hypocrisy I"

I No. Mr. President, the Idea that having favors to bestov
I U an advantage it a delusion. Between candidate! the oddi

are with iilm who hat disappointed no one, and against hin
i whose benefits ars already distributed, and who baa dlsap
I pointed several every time bs has obliged one. But again

is experlenoe of no value In hlgb place r Other things belni
i equal, la not he the beat man for a place who Is practloed It
i It t Is not an upright man better iitted to be President tbi

day he leaves tuan the day be reaohes the Brealdentia
i chair ? It he Is, shall we throw nway In advance, and for at
r emergencies, the benefit of tried rulers, because we may

some time or other, find one whose experlenoe la welghet
r down by faults, what was the standing explanation ol
i the predomlnanoe of the South In the oounelli
I ana affaire of the netlon for so many year* 1 11

was that she continued her publlo men in plaoe,
end did not change from man to man. Southern Senators
and Repreeentatlves were returned again and again, and
therefore and thereby they acquired the practice, the
knowledge aud the experience wldob made them overmatchesfor the new men who came, one after another, fromthe North. 7at Use duties of a Senator or a Representative
are not more hard or (low to learn than the duties of the
fresldent In either place more knowledge wonld be useful
than mortal man was evsr blessed with. I make no argumentagainst rotation in office. Far from it. The peoplewill Insist, and 1 think they should Insist, that all who hold
political office shall lay down their commissions at trequentIntervale. If the man whose term expires has been faithful
and useful he may ba elected or appointed again:but he must lay his commission at the feat of
those who granted It Thus the nation and the
people of the States keep the staff In thsir own hands,and this Is all that Is needed. If, competing with all otherB.
one who has already eervad In a plaoe Is again selected l'or
It, no one need complain, but periodical expirations of publlatrusts will not be readily abandoned. This truth, If It be a
troth, should not be overlooked In civil" service reform. I
believe any system will be stranded wbloh attempts to keepIncumbents In place for life, or for long periods, without reelectionor reappointment. The Judiciary have life tenures,
and this Is enough of life tenure In a republic of equal rights.The selection of publlo agents ought to be absolutely within
public control. This Is true from the highest official to the
man or woman who trims the wlok in tne lighthouse,or who delivers the letter where the mail

foes only once a week. Surely we war upon this
ull oontrol when we ask the people to forswear
the right to employ as their ehlef agent one whom theyhave tried and whom they like. The author of tho amendmentseems to have railed not so muoh on reason as on
authority. Ills resolve Is prefaced and ushered la by an
array or noted namce. We have preambled before us four
Amerlaans and one Frenchman, who, operated upon by dlf-
loiciit mwtiTOB duu iiuuouou uj uiucrcu* yco»iiuDP| nave

suggested Ineligibility to secoud presidential terma m a
remedy for particular evils. It la au error to auppose thai
all tboaa tbua named expressed approval of auob a provision
aa we have here without addition or quallflcation. General
Jackson, for inatanoe, coupled it with a aLt years' term. Be
that as It may, much might be said of the Influences, the in
conalslenolei, the downright oontradlotlona which history
records In connection with some ot these declarationsIt would be easy to impair the weight of som<
of this carefully gathered authority. It la ohiell)valuable to prove bow vastly the authority h
the other way. These collected sayings show us thai
the "one term principle" has from time to time been presenled sharply to the public mind. Persuasive voices havi
summoned people and Congress to consider It. It has noi
slumbered lu forgetfulness, but has been periodically can
vassed at such times as its champions deemed most likely tc
Invest It with Interest. It has been more than onon presentedla each House of Congress, and usually ooupled with assistingprovisions. What has been Its fate t Congress hai
never approved It. The nation has condemned It repeatealv.Fifteen Presidents hare been elected, and nearly hair of them
have bsen re-elected. Death spared President Harrison bul
one month and President Taylor but sixteen months. These
two must be deducted from those In whose case the questionof a second term could arise. President Grant, not navlngreached the end of his first term, is to be omitted also In the
count. Thus we bare twelve citlsens raised to the Presidencyby the rotes of the people, aud six of them elected a
second time. Was this the action of the people, or did these
Presidents, despite the people, usurp or snatoh a second
term? Wssbinglon, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson,Lincoln.ell were re-elected. Did the people re-elect them or
did the ofllce-holders re-elect them? Did these seoond-term
Presidents outwit the people br the use of patronage or did
they win and keep public favor by their fidelity and by the
I eas of which they were the types? If these re elections
were the people's work they are six recorded verdicts of the
people against casting out tried and faithful servanta Theyare six solemn verdicts against the present measure. Shall
we, by the proposed amsndment, affirm that the experienceof the past has shown Its need 1 If so bow many uf our
great deud are we to upbraid or asperse? Or shall
we act In spite of experience, as If the presentwere fraught with perils and. corro.ungtendencies such as the past never knew ? Traitors and
slaveholders forming a confederacy muae the one-term
dogma a tenet of their fattb. Denying the rights ot humanityand disbelieving the capacity or the people for self-governmentthey naturally sought to clog popular action and to
hamper free agency. Slavery, and a dental to lbs people of
the right to re-elect Presidents or not, as they please, naturallybecame corner stones In such a structure. The Montgomeryconstitution, so-called, had this provision:.

"ABT101.B a.
"Skotio* L.The executive power ehall be vested

In a President of the Confederate Slates of America, He
and the Vice President shall hold their ofllces for the term of
tlx years: but the President shall not be re-ellglble.".ConfederateStatutesat-Lsrge, 1861-83, p. 17.
The hrst and last offspring of this clause was Jefferson

Dans. Hs was the only type and forerunner we have had ol
the constitutional sinrle blessedness or single cursedneas
now urged upou us; he was our only approach to a foreor
dalned one-term President. The judgment and action of the
nation confirm the wisdom of the builders of our constitution.The question of eligibility to successive terms was
fully argued In the constitutional convention, and now, aftei
nearly a century of experience, but little reason Is likely tc
be added to the discussions then. It la not too much to saythat the "ona-tenn Drlnclnie." with a term of four >uri
and an election by the people, would bare commanded al'
moat no eupport In tbe constitutional convention. Tbe op
fioiitlon to re-ellzibllltr showed Itaeir when It was proposed
o make tbe presidential term seven years and to vest tbe
election or tbe President in Congress; and It suheidec
when the term wa« shortened and the elcotloi
was committed to the people, ifven tbe seven years' term,
and tbe legislative election together, furnished no argumentsagainst re-ollglbillty strong enough to convince a majority, 01
to convince the leading minds In the Convention. Yet tb<
arguments were very cogent. It wae said, with a forci
which could not be gainsaid, that if Congress was to appointtbe Executive, and be might be reappointed, he would havi
no rule of conduct so strong as ths will of Congress, and tea
he would thus be dependent, and the creature ot Congresliterally. I have here notes of debatet.ln the Convention o
1T«T. set down by Mr. Madison, and I read some passageitouching the tenure of the President. I commend them ti
the attention of the Senate.
The clause relating to the Executive being under considers

tlon"J am la Wilson (Pennsylvania) moved that the blank fo:
tbe term of duration should be tilled with three years, observ
Ing at the same tlms that he preferred the abort period 01
tbe supposition that a rs-ellglbility would he provided for.
"Mr. l'lnoknct moved lor seven years.
"RoolR Sherman was for three years and against thi

doctrine of rotation, as throwing out of office the men bee
qualified to execute it* duties.
"The question being on the words, 'To be Ineligible asccomtime' (seven year* being tbe proposed term1,
"Mr. Houston (New Jersey) moved to it rise out thi

clause.
"Mr. Sherman seconds th« motion.
"Uouvkbnrur Morris il'ennsylvanla) espoused the mo

tlon. Tbe Ineligibility proposed by tbe olause as it etooi
tended to destroy the great motive to good behavior, the bopiof being rewarded by reappointment. It was saying to him
Make hay while tbe sun shines.'
"Mr. Martin moved to reinstate the words'to be Inellglble the eeoond time.'
"(Jot VF.RNRl'r Morris.What effect will this bavef In th

first place It wll1 destroy the great Incitement to merit publie esteem by taking away tbe booe of being rewarded by
reappointment. It may give a dangerous turn to one of th
strongest passions in the human urease The love of fame I
tbe great soring to nobis and illustrious notions. Shut the
oivlTroad to glory and be may be compelled to eeek it by thsword.In tbe second place, it win tempt him to make tb<
most of the short spare of time allotted to him to accumu
late wealth and provide for bis frtende. In the third place, 1
will produce violation! of the very constitution It is meant u
secure. In moments of pressing danger the tried abllltiei
and ettah.ished character of a favorite magistrate will pre
vail over respeot for (he forms of tbe constitution.
"Rurus Kino, of Massachusetts, did not like the Ineligibility.lie thought there was great fores In the remark o

Mr. Sherman that he who has proved himself most lit for ai
office ought not to be exc.uded by the constitution from hold
Ing IL tie would therefore prefer any other reason sb 1i
ulan that could be substituted. He was much disposed
to think that lu aucb cum tbe people el large would ohoosi
wisetv.
"Mr. Patkrkon'b (.New Jersey) Idew nearly coincided, h

aid, wltn tbnee of Mr King.
"Mr. Spraiuiit and Mr. Williamson moved to in

sert seren Instead of four years lor the term of the Presl
dent."
New Hampshire, Virginia end North Carolina voted

"Aye." Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, 1'enc
eylvanta, Delaware, Maryland, South Carolina and CCorgls
"No."

Mr. Madison comments on this proceeding In a note as to
lows:.
"An Ineligibility would hare followed ithough It woui

seem from tbe rote not in the opinion of ail; this prolongatloi
of tbe term."

It appears from the debates that a popular election and
term of but four years was regarded as the provision to g
with re-ellflbility, and that an election by the Legislator
and a long term were to go with ineligibility to a secon
term. Theee were tbe alternative propositions, and chotc
by the people, with a short term, wee substituted for a le*l«
latlre election with a elngie long term. Little or no weigh
was attached to any objections to be made against allowin
the people to re-eleot a President whole term wai only fuu

T°TbTe may be eeen from tba following eitracte from Mi
Madlson'e records of the debates:.
"Mr. Mason wee for seven years at least, and for prohibit

tng a re-ellgibtlity as tba best expedient both for preventini
the effect or i false compliance on Ins side of the Leglslaturttoward unlit charaoleis and a temptation on tbe side of th
Kiccutive to Intrigue with the Legislature lor a rsappolni
ment.
"Mr. Hkiivobd was for a triennial eleetlon, and for an In

eligibility after a period of nine years.
1 "Mr lirmtT-lf tbt Miecutireis to be elected by the Legfi
J lature he certainly ought not to DS re-ellgibie. Tbia woui
) m?i? h'lP shsolutely dependent.1 "Mr. WiT.hoN.-it seems to be tbe unanimous tense the

. tbe Executive should not be appointed by the Legislatureunless he be rendered Ineligible a eecond time. He percelvecwith pleasure that the Idea was gaining ground of an aleotloi
mediately or immediately by tbe people."Tuesday, September «, 17*7, tbe committee of eleven r

Kirted In lavor of choosing lbs President by popular electloi
rough electors, instead ot leaving the choice to the nations

Legislature, as had been proposed, and making the term fou
"Mr. Riikrman said the object of tble clause of the repot

was to get rid of the Ineligibility which was attached to th
moda of election by the Legislature, and to render the Bxec
utive Independent of the Legislature."lionvkttsun Morrih said he would give tbe reasons o
the committee and bis own. The tirst was tbe danger of If
trigue and taction If the appointment should be made by th
Legislature. The next was the Inoonvsnlnce of Inellglbllltreuuired by thet mode In order to lessen Its evils," Ae.What Is there In our annals to falsify these judgments o
our fathere t Why should ws plough up the old ways ? Mav
ths sins and errors of Presidents, tbe wrongs and woes the
ban wrought, the crimes agatnet.liberty and Justice they bardone, occurred especially during second terms f Have Ulna

t- trioue actions characterised those Uhlef Magistrates alon
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J who held office but once ? A reilleat eonetellelkMi of de

let* otmei appears to euewer tbe Inquire. A preslc
usurped tbe power to declare war. A President planned
waged war upon a weak and wretohrd people A Presl
helped to enaot tbe Fugltlre Slave law of 1160, and a Pi
deal signed it. A President connived at the overthrow of
Missouri compromise, and sought to plaut slavery in reglthat were free. A President tried to clutch Cuba by force
fraud, and bis Ministers signed the Ostend manifesto.
President trembled with fear and forsook duty and c
when he might hare strangled a treason t
reddened a continent with blood. A President trod upc
race and turned his back upon his country that he m:
exalt conspirators who caused tbe greatest funeral In
tory. Were these the deeds of Presidents who hud been
elected? No, sir; not one of these actors was graithought of for a second term. When nullltloatloo and *e<
slon first uualled before the beak and olaw of federal po'1 Andrew Jackson was President, and he stamped out trea
then and made It odious for a quarter of a century.Andrew Jaekson reoelved and sought a re-election, and
turneitcnen out of office too and put in supporters of bit

>* ministration. When the country rocked in the throe* of
° earthquake, when the land was rent with a conrultlon

grweai man uoa Known, when politicians, Taction
and maloontenta deserted ana resiled him, w
a pitlleea storm of ranoor peiled on his bt
Abraham Lincoln, with sublime fortitude and pat ence,all things. and then stood. A martyr to tradueere and m
dlers In his life, a martyr to assassins in his d<-ath, he
not fall till he had sought and received In a re-election
benedictions of the American people. Death cut short I
coin's sersloe and blasted the nation's hopes; dei
stronger than resolutions or constitutional amendmei
may blast tbe hopes of the nation now. hut death Is
only archer whose bow will do tbe work. Critics and
ponents, and men with personal grievances, cannot dc
Flaws and foibles they may lind, but the heart and tbe jti
ment of the nation are with the unyielding soldier who m
war victorious, and the quiet man who makes peacefor all; ana his name and bis transcendent deeds will
In grateful memory when tbose woo would blast his is
hare moldered In forgotten graves, and when their epltaihave vanished utterly.
Ur. Sumnkr.I shall not undertake now to folic

the Senator in ins elaborate speech; nor at a
time shall 1 undertake any reply to the Inslnuatic
and inucndoes which he has so freely strewn in
path. 1 leave him in the lull enjoyment of what
has done. In introducing this proposition I ha
simply discharged a conscientious duty as a Set
tor. Taking counsel ol experience, following t
testimony of the best minds of our republic, I hu
felt it a duty to give to the Semite au opportunity
decidtug upon the question now before It. 11
taking counsel of experience, and does not expe
ence confirm tne conclusion at which I ha
arrived r is It not sastalned by the best autlioru.
of this republic r Who In our history has arrayhimself on the sldo wulch the senator from NiVork represents to-day r What eminent statesm
nas placed his name on tbe question against t
names of Andrew Jaokson, Heury Clay ana lien
mln F. Wade? Who is the statesman 1 I know hi
.not. Do you know him, sir? The Senator frc
New York opposes these illustrious characters, b
in bis opposition he mistakes the whole fouudatii
of tbo argument. The object Is to guard agaiust tern
tallon; to see that the President shall not be plac
in a position where he may be tempted to use t
powers improperly. The argumout of tne seuat
from New York says "let biui be tempted." Nay,
I understand lilin, he goes lurcher, and says that t
people ought not to be restrained In the choice
their Chief Magistrate. He argues against restr
Uons upon the people. Sir, that argument is
assault ou constitutional liberty. It is by restneti
upon the people, assured by constitutional law, tf
liberty is maintained. What Is the great object
oivllized government but liberty regulated by la
liberty uuder the safeguards of the oonstltutlo
The Senator's argument would overthrow the cc
stltution and overthrow the law, win
they were a restraint upon the peop
Can that argument find sanction t Is it not ou
face contrary to repuollcau Institutions 1 Why, s
one definition of a republic is a government can
luted by taw to the end that it may be a govci
ment not or men, but of law. But the Senai
would make It a government of men. 1 know
better Indication of the progress of civiilzatl
than the manner In which men have gradually cci
within t> j sphere of the law. At nrst the
is but little law, and executive poa
Is large, but as civilization Increases executi
power is diminished and the domain of law is c

r ivuuou. nun, mi, iuj uujt'tt in |(icyi»iiuj( u
i amendment is to bring the executive power of t
1 republic within the domain of constitutional law,' the end that It snail not fail under a temptatl

winch all experience shows to be most Deruictoi
In the pteatable or the resolution there is a su
111:117 of the ground on which I place the ' oue-teri
principle.
Mr. Sumner here read the preamble, heretou

published, and also quoted from a speech made
Senator Wade, ot Ohio, In December. 1806, In si
port of the "oue-term" principle, and, In couclusK
said:.
Without going Into argument, but merely si

gesting the great importance 01 Hie measure,
simply say tnat all parties for several years seem
have been of the opinion that the great defect
our system at which this proposition Is aim
should be remedied. Such luvs been tho conditl
or parties generally in this government that it h
been almost a hopeless task to engrail tho mcasu
upon the Constitution, but now there is an oppori
nity, and I believe every man is sonsible tnat t
correction of this evil ought to be promptly applu
Oa motion of Mr. Wilson the further considei

tlon of the joint resolution was postponed.
At hair-past three o'clock the senate went In

executive sessiou and soon after adiourned t
Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
W as ninqton , Jan. 11, 1872.

Mr. Ely, idem.) of N. I., presented a memorial
146 women residing at tbe Working Women's lion
In Elizabeth Btreut, Mew York, In lavor of rcse:
lng public lauds for actual settlers.
Mr. Kbllky, (rep.) of Pa., presented a petition

the Philadelphia Board of Trade and merchau
for improvement or the lights in Delaware G
and River.
Mr. Edwards, (rep.) of Ark., referring to the

port presented on Tuesday from the Ku Klux Co
mltlce, reflecting on himself and Senator Claytc
ol Arkansas, denounced the testimony taken as
lng utterly untrue, and said that ir he bad be
present when the report was presented he wot
nave asked fur a committee ol investigation,
was content, however, to leave the matter with t
Committee of Elections.

Mr. Townsknd, (dem.) or N. Y., Introduced a 1
for the sale of useless vessels and other materials
the navy and the construction of twenty new vi
eels. Referred.
Mr. Maynard, (rep.) of Tonn.. offered a rcsolutl

In reference to the improvement of the luuuesi
River. Adopted.

Mr. Coxuek, (rep.) of Mich., lrom the Commlti
on Commerce, reported a bill to construct a sti
canal lrom the Mississippi River to Lake Mlchlgt
Recommitted.
Mr. Ranks, (rep.) of Mass., from the Commit!

on Foreign Aflairs, reported a bill to umeud t
acts of August 18, lS.io, and July 08, i860, author
lng protection to be given to citizens of the Unit

, states who may discover deposits or guano, e
tending tne henelit of its provisions to the wnlot

r heirs, executors or administrators of discover*
who shall have dlod beiore perfecting prooi old

I covery or fully complying with the provisions
the act, aud also extending tne tune for reuiovii

s the guano to ten years from 1807, instead ol' 11
t years.
g Mr. Ranks explained the objects of the bill, si

II lng that it reierred specially to the case of Mi
Parker, wuose deceased husbaiul had discover
the guano Islands In the I'acillu ocean, rroiu whi
she had uerlvcd no advantage.
Mr. Dawes, (rep.) of Mass,, asked where l

i islands were.
Mr. Ranks said that they were in the Pool

> Ocean, but he could not now state their exact la
tilde and longitude. Tho records were life i la t
Slate Department. Tho two principal Islands wt
known us Johnson's Island and Ayer's island.
Mr. Sakoent, (rcp. of Lai., said that the petltl

of Mrs, Parker tisd been before the Committee
' Commerce of the last congress and that no favo
, ble report had been made. Among other things
n bad been shown that Mrs. Parker's hnsband h

during his lifetime sold- all his Interests in I
islands in question to a guauo company, which h

I been ever since In possession of aud worked
! Islands. The question had been also examined

tne state Department, aud the rights ol the cornpu
hud been solemnly recognized.

Mr. Ranks denied that it was tne object of
f bill to give to any claimant rights belonging
II giiut uer person, it only gave to the heirs Uic rig
: whicn the discovorer himself possessed.

Mr. Rubllabahuer, (rep.) of Ohio, Insisted
s the same view, that tne bill only passed the rlgl

of me discoverer lo his heirs.
Mr. Potter, idem.) of N. Y., said that, as a me

ber of the Committee on Commerce ol last Congre
he had made an adverse report on ine
pasted by the senate lor the relief of fM

I I'arker. Re cited the opinion of Alton
i- General Black, that nobody had any right to

Islands m qucstiou; but that II anybody had It v
not Parker, who nad assigned his right, lie mot

" Ah amendment that nothing in the act shall be in
j te impair or affect tne l ights of auy assignee or c
a covercr or to revive rights already passed upon a

determined by the government.
» . .Mr. Wileabd supported the bill.
» W> Smiir^T nifnrpil an nmenilinpnt wlilrh \l

. Potter accepted, as a substitute for m* own ai
e which was adopted, providing that nothing cc
s taiued In tlie bill snoiiid be lieitl to impair the rlgi
it of discoverers or any as-dgnment by discovert
t neretofore recognized by the government. The t
1 as so amended was passed.

Mr. Uuilkr, trcp.) of Mass., from the Commltt
ou Revision of the baw*, reported a bill lurtlier
regmate the appellate jurisdiction ol the tsunrei
Court and to prevent delays tnercm. Ordered to

firinted an<l recommitted. Tne bill increases
Imitation of the minimum ainouui of suits will
may be appealed to the (Supreme Court from $2,(
to t6,ooo aud manes other rules in reference to
pcais irorn Territorial Courts and in criminal p
oeedlngs.
The House then took no the Senate joint reso

tlou glviug the thanks ol Congress to the tiovcri
and people or Rhode Islaud for the statue of Kot
\\ iiliams to be set up in th« old hall of the House
Representatives.
Mr. Kamjk*, irep.) of R. I., pronounced a eulc

on the Hie ami character ol Roger Williams.
Mr. Hanks thought it due to Min-elf and tho St

or Massachusetts to traverse some of the statome
mauc by Mr. Karnes In reiotenoe to tho banisnun
of Roger Williams from iho colony of Massacnusci
lie denied that tho question of soul liberty or r

tlous liberty Dad emcred into the cau-e or ti
anlshmeut. Tho causes were, first, that V

llama denied the title of tho people to tli
lands as derived by grant lrom the Crown
England, ana held that there conld be
valid or just title to lands except derii
from the Indians, or coarse the Puritans could
admR the denial of the tilie to their lands mad<
a public manner, and whicb unsettled tne rig
not only ol the coiouy, but o( individuals.. Mr. \

muna Uftd also opposed vigorously tlie custom ti

'LE SHEET.
^h. established or a conference between the dlfferen
lout ministers of the coionv. and had declared that thei
n<i Church was not such as a Unristlan could ooininu

isot nlcate with, iniuiinucd as it received lis anihortt
J**- from the Church of England, which he condemned" After thus assailing tne very founda'lons of th
£°d State and denying the christian character of tb<
A Church, the rnritans were, of course, compeUet

>etb to resist him. He ban gone so far a
bat to say that In the Christian assemblies tin
in a women should be veiled, a custom which never hat
'sbt been auu never would be acceptable to tlto meu o

1 Massachusetts. (Laughter;. Honor Williams nai
r,iT unquestionably been to the Pilgrims a troublesome
ce* man, and ho hoped no exception would be taken b]
aror auv of his colleagues If he said there was still a lew
son more of that sort left in the State. (Laughter).But Turning to Mr. Butler. who sat by his side, Mr,
d Banks remarked, "there Is no exception to thatanis there f" (Mr. Butler nodded iu acquiescence),

the "Noue at all," continued Mr. Hanks. "1 am sui t
uu none or my colleagues will take exception to that!'
ben He then went on to enlarge upon and eniorce the

viewa expressed by him as to the real cause or flit
''J, banishment or Williams, to whom he conceded al
dld the virtues and high traits of character claimed foi
the him.
.in- Mr. Eamks undertook to reaffirm what he bail
ith, already said, and which, he said, was supported by

history; but he dented that he had made the slightJ.,* est imputation against the Pilgrims.
, » The discussion attructed much attention In the
,jK; House, and, alter Mr. Hanks had flnished bis re
aUe marks, members lrom the democratic side of the
re House apparently euyoying the soene, flocked to the

neighborhood of Mr. Eames to hear what he had to
XJ say, as he spoke too iadhttinotly to be heard at uny' distance. "If youileny," he said, "the Yankee'*

title to his land he will tight with you at ouco
nv whether you beloDg to the same Church with hiab* or not." (Laughter.)

air. uox, (uem.) or «. r., addressed tne speaker,4'* and the audience Immediately moved over to the
democratic Hide or the House. He poked fun at tlie
memory of t&e Poritans and eulogized that or llogei

.7" Williams, whose statue he hailed as a standing protestugalust meanness, lniolerance and bigotry.,4 Mr. Uotlkb. (rep.) or Mass., wiio liad been at
"* tentlveiy listening to Mr. Cox and enjoying liu

Jokes, moved back to his own seat, and next en
gaged the attention or the House, the audience

i«a howlng backward to the republican side. He prol~* coeded to dereud and eulogize the characteror the Puritans. Alluding to the re
mark or Mr. Cox that the Pilgrims had Intended
to land on Manhattan Island, but had,by a dispensation or Providence, gone tt
Massachusetts Day, he said he would stop" for a moment to contemn late what would
have been the change In Manhattan Island 1)

"J1 the Pilgrims had stopped there. (Laughter.) Mignt' tie not point to MassacUusetts and to Manhattan as
d»* specimens on the side or a Puritan commonwealth
-Ji and on tne other of a commonwealth which needed
»» words to characterize It? (Laughter.) Tho Puritans,
,, he saul, were sincere, earnest, zealous, devoieu be"lievers that they wore right, and believing thai

others who dnrered with them were wrong,
they only asked the otucrs to go away irom

'
. tliern. (laughtor).and when the others did no)

go away they put them on one slue. (Laughter.They had been only troublesome to those who inter
l~f ferod with them and who oarno .vbero rue Pilgrims

had a right to be and where tne others
" had no right to be.(laughlet )-and tho result had
4/ been seen. The same energy, devotion to duty and
;*?" sen-reliance which had brought them to the New
i» World liad learned the Ideas of men over the whoh
iti country, until now there was from sea to sea tlu
j~ Puritan government of Massachusetts. He claimed
,*» besides that the same exoluslveness which cliarac;JJ"terized tne Puritans was exhibited to-day in tin

Groat Salt Lake Valley, where the Congress am
l~X people of tue United States were insisting thai

tueir ideas ana institutions snouia no estabiisuei
and maintained.
Mr. Niblack, (dcm.) of Ind., took exception t<

J,- the phraseology ol the resolution in the sentence
®!T "that this work or art is accepted in tne name o
*e the nation." and suggested that the proper phrase

ology would be. "in the name or the peoplo of tu<
,}. United Slates," and he moved to amend it in thai

rospect.
Mr. heck, idem.) of Ky., suggested sarcastically"a the word "empire."

. Mr. Kldriiioe, idem.) of Wis., suggested that Mr
Nlblack's amendment corresponded exactly wltli

u the constitution."the people of the United states.'
Mr. Hoak, (rep.) ol Mass., trusted that the Houst

" would pause oelore striking from a resolution th<
"y assertion that this country is a nation.
{£" Mr. Niblack oeuled that his purpose was an at
"» tack upon what gentlemen mignt please to cull in<

nationality of the United Slates. Nothing of tha
sort was Involved In it. It was a mere question o

* phraseology. The word "notion" appeared to hln
as having a sort ol schoolmaster or pedagogui'

, twang about It, which nnght suit some localities
but did not suit hiru. He caned for tne yeas auc
nays. The vote was taken, and resulted, yeas 78

rn nays 11U.the doinucrats all voting yoa, and tlie re
^ publicans all voting uay. The joint resolution wai
yr' then passed.

Mr. Hawks asked leave to offer a resolution for thi
rol appointment of a select committee to Inquire inti

the condition of the State government ol Louisiana
.- Messrs. Couohlan, (rep.) of CaL, and Mr. Kkrh
,,, fdem.) of Ind., objected.111 The House tnen, at half-past three o'clock, ad

journed.
THE PATERSON POISONING.

of I.lbblo Garrabrant and Van Winkle Dona
*e' Indicted tar the Deliberate Murder of Ran
rv* ton P. Burroughs.Tbelr Arraign meat nn

1'lea.To Be Trtrd In April.
of The Grand Jury of the Pateraon Court yesterday
t8> morning brought Into Court true bins of indictmen
'ay against Elizabeth Garrabrant and Van Winkl

Bogert for the deliberate murder of Ransom F
re* Burroughs. Both were arraigned yesterday oftei
m" noon.
)D> Libble Garrabrant was brought into Conrt first
t)e* and stood unmoved and perfectly calm befori

the crowded court room wnlle the seriouf
He charge of murder was read to her. The lndioi
bo ment Is for wilful and deliberate murder, wltn malic
}|I1 aforethought, by the administering of ten grains oi
In arsenic, on tho 7th dav of December, 1871, wbereb:
a- and wnerefrom Burroughs died from Its effects oi

0Q the Uth day of December' following. The onl;
ice point In doubt seemed to be the manner In whlcl

the arsenlo was administered to Burrouglis, t<

|fp cover wnich there were four counts to the Indict
iu. ment, specifying the several different ways in whlcl

tho poison may have been administered.i. p., "h
jll a manner unknown," "in a liquid," "in a rlc
us- pudding," "in rood," Ac.
etl Libble pleaded "not guilty" to the Indictment li
fx, a culm, unmoved manner, and was then removed t<
-ts Jail.
*1 Van Winkle Bogert, Llbby'a lover, was thenar

«><i inno/1 nn o ulmllax twill rvf monl 11a rlan hora Him

ive gelI coolly, but was a little more nervous than Lib
ble. Ills pica wag also "not guilty," and he wa

rg
*

remanded to jail.
e«i Mayors. Tuitle has been retained as counsel fo
10,1 Llbbie Gairabrant, and Colonel A. B. Woodruff fo
hA Van Winkle Bogcrt. Judge Hedle aunounced that
" owing to the lateness of the term, these cases coult

. uot be tried until the April term of the Courr, and
lt In order to provide against possible dlilicnitj, h<

directed the Sheriff to empanel a jury of one hun
died good mon for the April term. Tins probabijro ends the Burroughs murder excitement in Patersoi
until it Is taken up by the Courts at the April tonn

~ A somewnat unusual thing occurred yesterdai
morning in regard to this case. On Monday H be
came known to the Grand Jury that tne local ro
porters had sncceeued in gettiug an Interview wltt

"f' Libido (larrabrnnt In the tail, and got lroin her tin
confession that Bogert administered tlio poison t<

'z' Burroughs which caused Ills death. Boeert not ye
being arrested the Grand Jury wished It to i»e kep
still until Bogeit could be arrested. Wlilian

' Kelson, the local cduor ot the J're.nt, was ac

,hA cordingly summoned beioro tho Grand Jurj
,® and commanded to say nothing abont 1
.° In that day's lesne, which was promised
uw A similar request was made of the oilier loca
A Journal, the OiuirHtan. The latter withheld tin
, matter from publication that day, but the presu

published the whoiething, in iiespire of the promlsi
made to Wltnhold it. The Grand Jury yesterdaj

®" ma>le a presentment against Kelson for his violat
;^,'i inj his promise in such a manner, construing ih<

case into a sort of "coniempt of court," and Ui<
Court w.i8 requested to take such measures ai
would proveht a rcciirretlcd of me affair. Tin

rau Judge took the papers, stating tnat he would tak<
the marter under advisement auu determine what ac

,, tlon to take. It la a somewhat mnguar case, am
p"1 brings the matter dlrecUy at Usue as to what juris

diction the Graml Jury and courts have over tin
newspapers concerning what matter they shad pub
Ush, no matter how that may have been obtained.
The Grand Jury also made several other present

,r: ments, among which was one against the Beiawarc
1(1 Lackawanna and Western Railroad for gross care
'Q~ lessuess in allowing rnc recent collision near Gaire
1,8 Mountain, wnereby a fireman was killed and an en
SF,? glneer latally injured. The Grand Jury conld no
>U1 place the reaponslbillty, but was satisfied there wai

carelessness somewhere. The same road was ais<
presentotl for obstrncting public travel by allowinj10 trains to stand a long while on tho crossings of ib<

* highway,
ho
>ch BRICKLAYERS' COXYENTION.
>00
ip.

~

ro- A C'nwimlttoo to Walt on tho fjealnlotwre 1i

j liefereoce to the Klght.llonr Isivr.
ior j Albany, N. Y., Jan. 11, 1872.

;er I At the Brloklayers'Convention to-day a commit
of tee of flvo was appointed to wait on the Legislator

ior* and ask for the enforcement of the Kight-Hour law,

A resolution was adopted recommending More

[lt8 dlth Moore, President ot the National Union, ro

:nt tlio position ol CotnraisHioner of the Bureau a

its. Labor established by Congress,
ell- A motion to revoke charter of Union No. d, o

nat New York, was reierrod to rno Judiciary Committee
f'll- Mr. C'UMtMir presented a charge against Unioi
letr No. ik of Brooklyn, lor violating section S, artlcl
of 13, or the constitution, and asked for tne snspeiisioi
no or tho members until the chargei are investigated
rod Kelerrod to a special oommittoe.
not Union No. 4, of New York, was ordered to bo heli
9 in rcspontflblo for dues to Union No. «, of Albany, fo
hta admitting Michael Mack wlthont a travelling curd.
I'll- The following editors wore elected:.Prealdenl
ten James t. klrby; Vtea President. WUUam O'torlea,

lr THREE OF BERGH'3 BULLIES. *

y Startling Iaaianro of (ho Qinultr of Bo*
0 mane Sorlety.A UaipeclabU I itlxen Ueatea
9 Aluiuat to Jelly.Ofrob Trlea to Bribe (ho

, Beatea Alan with "Hush-Money".1The Case
3 to bo Laid Before (be Grand Jury To* ^
J Morrow.
, District Atiorner Gnrvln will to-morrow lay be1fore tbo Grand Jury the payers in tne ea«e or Patrick
' Baxter against three of Mr. Uar/U's o dicers. who aco
' charged wtih having, on the evening or the nth of

October last, most cruelly beaten the complainant.
' The circumstauces of the affair were at the time of

occurrence published in ihe IIbrald, and may bo
summed up brietly. On the eveuing named, M
about eight o'cloca, Baxter, who Is a trackman, wao
standing at the corner of Thirty-flith street and
Fifth aveuue, when Hergh's three agents approached
a carriage thut was slowly passing (one of the
horses attached to which being maimed) and pe
remptoriiy ordered the driver to detach the horse*

(
ttUU IUKU llltiui 1iuiuo. hid llllfw huisvi; ivuiukBtrateil,asking what he should do with the carriage;

> It being then late and there being no one to watca
' It during his absenoe. To this Bergh's officers ro;rhed, "it m littit go to uell for all they cared," or words

to that eiTecn Baxter, who had been looking on at
the proceedings, then remarked that If the offioera

; Insisted 011 detuchlug the horses It would be "a bant
' case.11 The turee men then deliberately set upon

Baxter and gave hlui with their clubs a most uierolr
; less beating, his urms, shoulders, body, and eape'daily his thighs and legs, being brnlsed almost to
, jelly. Baxter was then taken uy the police to the

nearest station house, with hint his three assailants;but fortunately Mr. Carlyle, of the "lloOM
Made Hotel," m Urocnwlch street, who had seen the

| brutal onslaught irom the beginning, accompanied
the party, and at ouee informed the police ol Ute

" dastardly attack In detail, oileriug also to be a wit- .
ness ror Baxter at the prosecution. The three hninaueagents were subsequently taken before Justice

' Coulter, at tue Vorkviilo Police Court, uud, ou tbe
: llth of .November, were held lu ball to answer the
1 charge of a felonious assault. Owing to the lact thai

the Urst cases presented to iho Brand Jury are
always what are known as "prison Cases," or tUose
in which the accused are not "out" on ball, the

f papers lu this complaint have been up to this de'layed. The loliowing letter, lu connection with (he
case, Is of Interest;.
To tuc Editor or tur Herald:.
The bearer Is Mr. Baxter, a very respectable and good

man, a lurnUure cartman in this city for many years. Us
has accumulated quite a little property by industry and
economy. He is a good citizen In all respects. In tbo

i street some time ago he saw a man dragged tiom bis cart
by Mr. Bergh's men and bandied very roughly. Mr. Baiter.
as a mure bystander, remarked aloud that It was a "hard
case," and In an lustaut three of Mr. Bergh's msn fell upon
bim and beat Mr. Baxter hi a most unmerciful manner.
These three men bare bean Indicted by the Brand Jury and
are aoon to be tried. Bergh's secretary baa tried hard to
buy Mr. Baxter off with money, to save the exposure to the

l nuhllft. hilt that thine nnn't ha .lima with Mr. Haatar. anil ha
is bound to have a civil as well as a criminal prosecution!
and lie says it would liar" made no difference who it wa^

. that ilereu's men had their seal uu i courage up to such a
high pituii that they would hare clubbed auy one wno had

* uttered a word ol remonstrance. You will do me a faror te
J just tlateu to Mr. Ilwxter's story from his own mouth. This

zealous monomaniac, ttergii, is fait getting to be a cruet
nuisance to our citizens, lours, respectfully,

5 JUSIAU OAJCB&
I .

\ MB. BERGH AND THE SOCIETY FOB THE
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.

] To the Editor of the Herald:.
f Under the provisions of an act of the Legislature
; of the State this Society la empowered to prevent
i any and all practices whereby unnecessary oruolty

might be inflicted upon animals. The provisions
'

are unquestionably necessary and meet with a very
, general approbation, and under the presidency of
| Mr. Bergh this Society has effected many benefloial
j ana desirable results, and so long as his labors are

3 restricted within legitimate and reasonable bounds
he will receive tho approbation of Ills fellow cltt'
zens, which his zealous discnarge of his duties has

I so lrequeutly elicited. It seems, however, that h»
r has, iu some cases, assumed tb himself a latitude

and extent ol authority that many or our citizens
, do not consider htm warranted In tho discharge

of, and lor the following reasons:.it is not to be
I entertained that the euuetors of the law referred to

Intended to apply its provisions to the Killing of
' game auy more Mian it uld of tne Killing of oattle,
*

swine, domestic lowls or vermin; and yet he assumes
* to blmseli to construe the law to empower htm to
, prevent the shooting of pigeons irom a trap,® thereby classifying this act With the torture or

calves, dog and cock fignis.the Harnessing and
use of gullea and lame horses, Ac., 4c.

It tue Legislature had proposed to include ths
Killing of game undor the provisions of an act to
prevent cruelty to animals the inierence
Is clear that it would so haveexpressedIts views, and not have left ths
construction of the extent of operation of tns
act to be defined by the .Society It was creating.
When, therefore, Mr. liergh assumes to himself;

a under the cover of tns Society, to interfere with tuo
. anooung ol pigeons iroui a trap or auy other Ilka
. instrument as an exception to all other shooting of
u game, he puts himself la tho position of declaring
' that the killing or game or all kinds but pigeons
7 may be lawiul; that a person may lawfully shoot
' birds or all ctner descriptions, leaving the wounded
II that may not oe recovered to die ot starvation
e lrotn inability to seen or obtain food: that Bob-o-

links and like birds of song may be trapped and
caged; mat monkeys may be loin-rettered, made to
dance and wear pantaloons; tnat eagles, parrots
and crows may bo caged and kept to amuse chtl
uren; that lisnes may be netted, eels flayed when

"I alive, animals and fowls emasculated; that a boy
3 may kill a pigeon upon a tree; that women may
i w ring the necks of chickeus, yet that a sportsman
. may not shoot at a pigeon when freed trom a trap.

With this illustration 01 his position tne mrer0enees are conclusive that either Mr. liergh Is lncarpabie or recognising the inconsistency of his post*
r tlon m this matter of pigeon shooting or that ho

seeks a claim to ephemeral notoriety, ir the first
1 position Is his he is unsmted lor his office; if the
r other, ha has vory successfully and very decidedly
, aitaiued his desire, aud we accord to him all ths

6cmi of his very unenviable notoriety,
j

a PRESIDENT BERGH AID THE PIGEO33*
a
. False Ilurnnnltnrinn Notions.

[From the Spirit or the Times, Jan. 9.]
3 The President of the Association for the Prevefe
Q tlon of Cruelty to Animals has again been manifest

Ing his reckless fanaticism and his contempt fot
w tnc laws of the land. No re.isouahlo man thinks R
. any more objectionable to shoot pigeons Irom a trap
. twenty-one yards from tho gnn than It Is to shoot
a quail or grouse over a dog. When Mr. Bergh saya

that pieeon shooting is not now practised in EngIland lie stales that which Is notoriously uniouudeu
r In lact. There is more pigeon shooting lu England
r now than ever there was before. No English judge

dare pretend that pigeon snooting is an oirenoe, lor
I the English have a very short and cilectlve method

oi dealing tvltu judges who venture to
[ make constructive crimes. Pigeon shooting la no

oilenco whatevor against tho statute of New York.
, It Mr. ilergh mutinied, when he went to the Legia.lature to try and give it that construction, ho went

before that body ami obtained an act under falsa
) pretences. It is high timo now that the people of
. New torn should lliid out wnether they live under

tho state laws, as cxponuded and administered by
i the courts, or .ire subject to the lirahmtnical notions
, And rabul assumptions of Mr. Bergh. Here Is as
) prosecuting a eric a le against harmless recreations
t with as much fiiuaricis.il us l'etcr the Hermit and

much MMimdit.v as Ins ass. II he does not chanm
! his meiuoJ of proceedings thero will soon be an
. end to tlie Society, which in its proper provine*
f does a Viist amount of good, for people will not subtserine money to encourage such vagaries as Mr.

Bergh has recently practised, to the amazement of
I seuslolo people, no state how, in plain term*
j that when Mr. Bergh again attempts to Intrude
i Into the grounds of any gentleman or association.

in order to intericio wiin lawful proceedings ami
r kick up a row, It will bo the duty or the manager to

keep him out. aud It he seeks to effect an entry b*
9 fo co let torce bo used to repel film. He must be
> tang tit that the people or New York are not the
i creatures of his caprice and absurd laucies, but iree
» citizens, every one of them as good as ne. And
9 those who direct and govern tlie police should also
. be taught that they betray their trust and violate
i the law when they instruct their officers and inen
. to carry out the vagaries of this well-meaning bat
j utterly mistaken gentleman. Ills doings are one

par Witn those of Hon iguixute wuen he set the wild
beasts at liberty.

THE WESTERN UHIoN TELEGRAPH.
I If lipid Enlargement »i Power and Sudden

Ihnngs of Base.

j At four o'clock yesterday the Western Union Tel*
) graph Company, occupying buildings 145 Broadfwar and 81 and 88 Liberty street, succeeded In mak3Ing au almost entlro change In the location of their

operating rooms in this city, In a time so brlor as

not to excite remark at the ends of any of the hundredsof telegraphic wires now looated in almost
every considerable village, town and city her*

, and abroad. Yhls most remarkable accompnsnmentwill be better understood when it is

known that tho average number or messagesbandied daily In the company's buildingshere is 25,000. This number was felt
" to be more than tne rooms previously occupied
9 afforded sufficient space to manipulate with ihe do,spatch desired; and, tinalir. having failed to sccuro

the Astor House lor a telegraph building, the fifth

story of the old building was brought Into use, and
r the change was completed yesterday. On this floor,
if and in the other operating departments In the

building, there are between two Uundred and fflty
>f and three hnttdrod persons employed. Beneatu the
i. floor upon which thcyoporate tlie machines, and
a between it and the upper part of tne floor below.
0 more than one thousand insulated wires are laid
a from all possible points and for almost all possibl*
l. uses In connection wit u telegraphing. In the other

rooms are the cable department and the city de1partment, and, with the advantages gained by thn
r addition of an entire floor to the operating space, it

la premised that In the city department atone there
l, win lie a galu of tulty tea intuulea in the ti<m o|

delivery.


